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Relative club newcomer Michael Nagle, (pictured 
right) a very handy pick up from Peregian SLSC, 
has shown behind his easy going manner, is the 
heart of a real competitor. While the Aussie 
champs will have been run on the Gold Coast by 
the time this issue goes to print, the teacher and 
former Mackay lifeguard, was in great form at the 
State titles. He bagged silver with Steve Stockley 
in the 30-34 board rescue 
and another individual 
silver in the 30-34 rescue 
tube. Michael also took 
bronze in the 30-34 board 
race.  

 Steve took silver in the  
30-34 beach sprint, while 
in the 65-69 double ski 
the ever dependable 
Peter Howard and Ken 
Cameron (pictured) took 
silver. Paula Savage completed the silver brigade as runner-up 

in the 45-49 rescue tube. Ian Norman was unlucky not to finish 
higher in the medals in the 50-54 ironman, claiming bronze. The 
IRB racing team was gearing up for its first tilt at its winter 
campaign down at Bribie as this edition went to print.   

Check out the latest Active club info on our website at  
www.coolumsurfclub.com.au   
or the Supporters Club on 
www.coolumsurfclub.com 

Phone: 5446 1148 
Fax: 5471 6473 
Mob: 0412 589 752 (Business Hrs Only) 
Email: club@coolumsurfclub.com.au 
Web: www.coolumsurfclub.com.au 

  Paying out a line or two for the sake of a laugh 

Having given IRB whiz Shane Urban a wrap in the last Pulse 
for his Hollywood style rescue near the southern rocks, in all 
fairness he now gets a rocket for losing his crewie on a re-
cent patrol. Of course it may have been some spontaneous 
man overboard drill, to amuse the public. If so Shane did a 
great save by picking his crewie up in the break. Not to be 
outdone later, afternoon patrol captain Peter Gardiner, decid-
ed whatever Shane could do, he could do better...or worse. 
While having a run out in the 1.5m swell, he managed to go 
up and almost over a breaking wave. In the process he not 
only lost his crew Gary Kiorgaard, but the hard landing saw 
him in the drink as well. He was so embarrassed his feet 
barely got wet before he was back in the boat. Some of his 
bemused patrol said he moved so quick they didn't even 
know he’d fallen out. Gary was soon back on board and  
noted Pete’s face matched the colour of the boat...bright red. 

 
 

 Dates you should try and keep 
     Saturday 18th May     
    Annual Presentation Night 
 
 
     Saturday  25th May     
    Round 4 IRB Series day 1 
     Sunday     26th May     
    Round 4 IRB Series day 2 
 
     Saturday   22nd June   
    Annual General Meeting 
 
      Monday 1st July          
    Membership Renewals Due 
 
     Saturday 21st September 
    2013-14 Season commences 

Incoming — Warren Foxwell  in the bow of the IRB looks to be a 
man on a mission. And he’s in good company. Below: A photo of 
Christmas 2011 rescue with Warren under the choppers on his 
Waverunner. 
By Peter Gardiner 
 Apologies to Ray Parker Jnr and Ghostbusters, but if there's 
something gone wrong in your neighbourhood, who you gonna 
call? If there's someone in need, and they don' look good? Who 
you gonna call? 
  Well in the Coolum and Peregian area 24/7 that call goes out to 
local Coast emergency buster Warren Foxwell, who can 
immediately activate his Coolum Surf Life Saving emergency 
response group. 
  Warren for a couple of years now has been the “go to” man the 
authorities like Emergency Management Queensland turn to 
when they need action on the ground in a hurry. 
He's the local coordinator of tight-knit bunch of surf club 
members, most of whom hang around 
the IRB gear shed at strange hours of 
the day, who can be relied upon to 
turn out for all manner of alerts. They 
include Wazza's permanently 
attached partner when the poo hits 
the fan, club captain Fred “Mr Fix It” 
Stokes, club admin officer Shane 
Urban, Mark Dearing, Frank 
Liberato, Russell Carr and Jim 
Dolan. This is a pretty dedicated 
talent pool with people like Fred, Mark 
and Jim among the club responders 
to turn out for the 2011 Brisbane flood 
rescues. 
  And just to ensure this is not a boys only club, Warren's wife 
Shelly, who helps him manage the IRB racing team with well-
oiled precision, is one of the EMG vital cogs. 
  Shelly is the Coolum SES's deputy group leader, so in an 
emergency, she knows how to keep a cool head and get the job 
done. 
  Warren jokes that he and Shelly teaming up is “the only way we 
ever get to see each other”. But seriously, these two spend a lot 
of time together doling what they love – serving their local 
community. Waz also wears the orange overalls with pride and is 

the Coolum SES training instructor. 
He's the sort of happy hybrid emergency volunteer former 
Premier Anna Bligh envisaged when she announced some 
years back the lifesavers joining forces with SES to help their 
communities out in times of trouble. 
  Since joining up to do his Bronze back in 2008, Warren has 
thrown himself in body, soul and red patrol boardies to make a 
difference. When the Ray Scholes Marine outboard technician is 
not patrolling, or tuning up the IRB motors, he is often out on a 
Waverunner as part of the jet ski patrols. 
  “My boss Ray has been really good to us because there is 
another guy at work in the SES. He said 'if you've got to go (to a 
call out) you've got to go, I'll just close the shop'.” 
  Warren is a also now an instructor and assessor for the club, 
but he's never far from the action. The Christmas before last, 
Warren earned official recognition and an enormous amount of 
admiration and respect after he responded on his Waverunner to 
help out a couple of experienced surf craft users who went out in 
some of the biggest seas seen at Coolum and got into trouble. 
  The situation was so serious both AGL and Westpac rescue 
choppers responded. The seas were beyond the IRB response 
and not everyone watching from the club fence were sure how   
Wazza could actually get out to them in massive breakers. The 
fact is he put his many hours of training and patrolling to good 
use and found a way. He could not bring them back in through 
the monster sets, so he took them out the back where they were 
winched aboard from on high. 
  “If I see any one in trouble and I think I have the ability to get to 
them I will go out to them. 
  “It's just a part of who I am and what I do,” Warren said. 
  “It's been born and bred into me, my father belonged to the 
Coast Guard. 
  “I'm on call for the emergency response group for Coolum and 
Peregian 24 hours a day seven days a week. 

 “I've had a lot of calls about all sorts 
of things, not just surf or flood related, 
like searches for missing tourists. 
  “There are a lot of calls that the club 
would not even been aware of.” 
  Warren said the Sunshine Coast 
Water Police were looking more and 
more to using lifesavers to help with 
call outs and he was looking to 
provide specialist training for searches 
and flood work. 
  “They're looking to us more and 
more because they see us as being 
more versatile,” he said. 
  Warren said the IRB racing crew 

were gearing up for a big season with a training regime more 
demanding than ever he's working on his fitness and his six 
pack— of rum and cokes. But he much prefers tinkering with the 
motors, than learning all the new rule changes that is part and 
parcel of IRB comps. 
  “I met Fred down at the club around 6pm last night (a Friday).” 
  But they were not upstairs having a drink. 
  “We were there until 11pm working on the getting everything 
ready (for racing) – I just love it.” 
 

The Heart of Coolum since 1919...Your Club For Life 

If The Going Gets Tricky Who You Gonna Call? 
  The recent incident of a Noosa 
lifesaver hauling a 1.5m bull shark 
ashore on Main Beach has revived 
memories of when the Coolum club-
bies would row out to catch monster 
sharks in the surf boat back in the 
1950s and show them for coin dona-
tions from curious beach goers. Life 
member Keith Peterie is pictured  
holding one prize display.  
  It is with great sadness that the Coolum Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club learnt of the passing of  life member Bill Alcantara 
on Monday, April 15. Bill was a gun beach sprinter in his day, 
a 1964 branch champion and according to his surviving club 
mates a great clubman who will be greatly missed. 

The heart of Coolum since 1919… your club for Life
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Coolum’s end of the 2017-18 lifesaving season came not with a 
whimper, but a flurry of frantic and inspiring activity. 
And despite the last patrol Labour Day Monday turning on some 
bucketing rain, club officials like surf sports officer Ernie Burrows 
are rubbing their hands with glee and saying bring on next 
season. Of course, while the supercharged Coolum IRB racing 
team is just getting started on its winter competition assault for 
its quest for gold medals at all levels, the club beach and surf 
gladiators are resting up after 
a huge season on the boards, 
with the tube, in the surf boats 
and scooting across the sand.  
Bad weather made staging the 
club championships a test of 
endurance in itself, but 
perseverance paid off. Of 
course, the highlight of the 
morning is always the 
bragging rights due to the 
winner of the Acer Cameron 
board riding showdown with 
the usual suspects like Fred 
Stokes, Jarrod Sweetman, 
Steve Stockley and Ian 
Norman battling it out to 
impress the judges Bruce 
Dunne and Gail King.  
In challenging swells, the final 
came down to a margin of only 
five points between fourth and 
first with Michael Sell finally 
taking out this highly coveted event. This event was immediately 
followed by the Kennedy Cup club swim which had been hotly 
contested all season. For a 50s something Ian Norman, there 
was barely time to catch his breath after battling out the final of 
the Acer Cameron. Ian and the rest of the field had to negotiate 
a solid swell and northerly sweep before lining up again the next 
week for the grand finale. Because of the rough conditions, the 
club championship round consisted of some left field events 
such as the Beach Tube Rescue, Beach Board Rescue, Tug of 
War and the Dash for Stash, plus the foot-powered Boat Rescue 
across the sand in mini replica surf boats. The winning team 
announced at awards night was Patrol 7. 

The club is riding a competitive high having taken out 4 gold, 1 
silver and 1 bronze at the Aussies in Perth for surfing. Bruce 
Dunne kept his amazing winning streak alive defending his 
national longboard title for the fourth year in succession.  
And surfing talent Finn Walsh beat some amazing grommet 
talent to blitz the 14 years shortboard title. Jodie Waring reigned 
supreme in the short and longboard events with Patty Lynch 
snaring silver in the masters longboard while Toby Andrews 
took bronze in the 14 years shortboard final.  
The lightning-fast master's beach relay team of Heidi Dunne, 
Emma Rahui Kate Tomba, and Jodie Waring clinched silver, 
while Kate came within a whisker for snatching the flags gold. 

Silver is still a dazzling colour 
to hang around her neck. 
Despite not coming home with 
medals despite some strong p-
performances, the surf boat 
crews are determined to ever 
to be back bigger and better at 
the Aussies next year at the 
Gold Coast. Surfboat sweep 
Patrick McGuire said the first 
timers have lapped up the big 
comp vibe of the Aussies and 
are good to go again. 
And just to round of the 
season, the weekend after the 
volunteers put down the flags 
for the season, some very 
keen Coolum Beach SLSC 
ocean swimmers led by swim 
coach and life member Brett 
Glister really put themselves 
outside their comfort zone. 
Brett and five other clubbies 

did the 11km Island Charity Swim from Mudjimba, around Old 
Woman Island and across to Mooloolaba. 
  Makes you exhausted just thinking about this major fundraiser 
for the Nambour and Currimundi Special Schools. Brett and Ian 
Norman did the entire swim solo, while Monique Hirsch, Louise 
Talman, Evie Nocher and Janina Cook did the teams event, and 
everyone loved the calmer sea after weeks to of lumpy swell. 
With next season taking in the surf club’s Centenary 
Celebrations, there will be plenty of willing competitors looking 
to somehow top all these fantastic efforts. 

P: 5446 1148  
F: 5471 6473 

M: 0412 589 752 (Business Hrs Only) 
E: lifesaving@coolumsurfclub.com.au 

W: www.coolumsurfclub.com.au   

PETER GARDINER 
By now the steam is rising off the gentle winter swells up 
Stumers Creek way as the sun slides out of the water behind the 
bobbing shark nets. Soon, whales pregnant with all sorts of 
possibilities will be free-wheeling their way up to the 
Whitsundays, grateful for some Coolum Beach R & R off Point 
Perry. They’ll give fin-slapping high fives to the dawn. 
Out in the break, Coolum Beach SLSC clubbies Paul and Jo 
Hampson are gliding their SUPs onto the glassy waves, relishing 
this winter downtime. In a while they’ll be relaxing up on the 
Esplanade, drinking in some Raw Energy java with Cath Duncan 
and others all relaxed and comfortable since the final flags down 
at the long Labour Day weekend in May. 
Another clubbie Paul Gallagher pumps his lycra-clad legs on his 
early morning ride headed for The Caf. The rubber duckie rev 
heads are ready to hit the water for their winter racing season of 
mad dashes and mock rescues, while Dan Rogers works out in 
the clubhouse gym ready for the next surf boat season. 
In the surf club carpark, the right honourable Poodles Kemp, 
Coolum Beach SLSC 
ambassador at large, has 
commandeered the entryway 
and is using his trusty “leaf 
blower”, which sounds like a 
747 warming up, to try and 
hold back the sands of time 
always creeping up on his 
precious parking bays. 
Welcome to the off-season, 
and with the annual awards 
night dinner just done and 
dusted at the Coolum State 
School hall, we trust the 2017-
18 season hangover is not 
biting too hard. 
Here’s your chance to rest up 
and restore your enthusiasm 
for arguably the biggest year in 
the club’s history since its 
foundation in 1919 — the 
Centenary and all its 
celebrations. 
Out on the clubhouse sun 
deck, club president Fred 
Stokes is … well, what else, but stoked at the season just 
successfully completed and excited by what lies ahead. 
Take it away Fred: “This past season has been a very 
successful one in many crucial respects. We have built in both 
the numbers of members and awards in our patrol teams.  
“Over the past season around 200 of our members have 
performed in excess of 11,445 volunteer patrol hours. I’m very 
proud that our club has again maintained the reputation of zero 
lives lost between the flags and commend our club captain  
Frank Liberato, patrol captains and patrolling members for their 
vigilance and service. 
“We have had some excellent Buhk-Wilks patrol inspection 
results which can only result from solid training through our chief 
training officer Gail King and her TAF team along with clear 

leadership from our management committee and section heads.  
“Behind the scenes, we have been working towards our 
Centenary Year of 2019 and beyond by focusing on some key 
areas. We are very close to achieving our goal of securing a 
second property for the surf club, which will help illeviate our 
major storage issues.  
“The admin office and gear shed spaces have been reviewed 
and improvements have been made with plans underway for the 
re-development of the lifesaving facilities downstairs.  
“Surf sports interest and participation have seen a marked 
increase this past season with our surf boat section bucking the 
trend by increasing in size and depth. 
Masters beach and surf have also seen growth with strong 
representation at branch, state and national level.  
“We are very proud to have both state and national champions 
crowned this past season and look forward to seeing even more 
participation next season from nippers through to masters in all 
aspects of surf sports.” 
Club captain Frank thanked “all you dedicated members 

that make this awesome club 
what it is. A friendly, joyful, 
giving group of people within 
the Coolum community”.  
“Always willing to go the extra 
mile if need be. Thanks 
everyone, from our up and 
coming future lifesavers 
(nippers), to our youth (cadets) 
already on the job earning their 
stripes, to all our active seniors 
and particularly our patrol 
captains that are the pillars of 
our patrol teams, our trainers 
and assessors, for the endless 
hours they put in, not to forget 
our coaches whose efforts give 
our member honed skills and 
confidence to face anything the 
ocean throws at them on patrol 
or in competition.” 
Frank thanked all the 
committees, from the lifesaving 
committee to the supporters 
committee, “right through to our 

awesome nippers and of course our admin team” “I would also 
like to thank the supporters club staff for their hard work that 
earns the funds that provide our vital quality rescue equipment. 
“Preventive action is what it’s all about, I’m sure you’d all agree. 
“Vigilance, quick action, cool heads and good communication 
within the patrol team and with the public in general.” 
This season all this resulted in just 15 rescues for the whole 
season—a remarkable statistic (and one that must be close to 
an all-time record) given the rough conditions. There were more 
than 11,400 patrol hours logged by 240 active patrol members 
and almost  almost 69,000 beach visitors to watch over. All up 
there were more than 9800 preventive actions. “Looking forward 
to seeing you all between the flags next season” in other 
words—job well done, plenty more  to do. 

The Heart of Coolum since 1919...Your Club For Life 

Mission accomplished for another busy season 

Champion efforts one and all 

Club captain Frank Liberato has praised the efforts of Patrol 11 led by 
veteran patrol captain Peter Hopley for their super April response to 
three beach emergencies on the one patrol. 
The first was a dislocated shoulder, the second helping medi-vac a 
man who had fallen off  a cliff at Third Bay and the third was confi-
dently retrieving a swimmer with a suspected spinal injury. 
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The Coolum Beach SLSC has been touched by its past in a very 
moving way, with an echo of a rescue resurfacing, to show how 
life changing the outcomes of having those beach guardians 
down between the flags can be. Club admin officer Shane Urban 
received an email from a Karen McKechnie with the subject line: 
Article re rescue of Thomas Durey, 1938. It has this report at-
tached:  
Boy Rescued from Sea at Coolum Beach 
NAMBOUR, December 19. 1938 

A fine rescue was per-
formed at Coolum 
Beach yesterday. Dur-
ing a lull in the champi-
onships of the North 
Coast branch of the Life 
Saving Association, 
Thomas Durey, seven 
years, son of Mr, and 
Mrs E- C. Durey, of 
North Ann, got in a gut-
ter and was being 
quickly swept out to 
sea. Mr Tan Costa, the 
State superintendent in 
examinations and in-
structions in life-
saving, happened to be 
handy, and he at once 
dashed into the water 
fully clothed. A power-
ful swimmer, Mr Costa 
soon had the child safe 
on the beach.  
Any delay on Mr Cos-
ta's part might have 
been fatal, as already 
huge waves were 
breaking over the boy, 
who soon recovered, 

however.| At the official opening of the championships later, 
Mr H. F. Walker  M.L.A, spoke of the incident and said it 
showed how efficient the lifesavers were. Mr Costa was 
cheered by spectators. 
Karen wrote: “Hello Shane, My Uncle, Tom Durey, passed away 
on Tuesday 13 March and I am planning to write a short story 
about a hallmark event of his life for his memorial service later 
this month. 
Thomas Durey, aged seven, was rescued at Coolum Beach in 
December 1938 by Mr Stan Costa who was at the beach on 
official duties as the Superintendant of SLSQ during a North 
Coast Branch Surf Lifesaving Championship. 
“I have enclosed a copy of the newspaper article from the Bris-
bane Telegraph of 19 December 1938. Thanks to the strong 
swimming skills of the lifesaver, the rescued boy went on to live 
a further 79 years and had a productive and happy life. 
He served in the air force, qualifying as an electrician and lived 
and worked in rural and regional Queensland.  Uncle Tom was a 
father, grandfather and great-grandfather.” 
And there you have it highlighted in red, what a few splits sec-
onds and ensuing critical minutes of caring during and after a 
surf rescue can lead to. A second chance at life where a boy 
lives to grow up, serve his country in the air force and start a 
loving family. The actions of one lifesaver results in a 72-year 
bonus gift, treasured by at least three generations. 
Sadly, the club has no record and even the club’s walking histor-

ical memory bank in life member Keith Peterie has no recollec-
tion of this rescue. 
Keith, who would have been aged just six at the time of this inci-
dent, says around this time his family had moved in to town after 
their farmhouse at the back of Coolum burnt down, so he was not 
at the beach as much. 
Extensive searches of the Nambour Chronicle issues around this 
time failed to find any mention of the incident. There is one report 
that mentions Coolum beach hosting the branch titles earlier, but 
there is no mention of the rescue. 
 

It once was the most imposing sight in Coolum, towering over the 
beach like a sci-fi sentinel and now it’s essence has been cap-
tured as an enduring symbol of 100 years of volunteer lifesaving 
at Coolum to be celebrated in 2019. 
And this mighty look-out tower of the Coolum Beach Surf Life 
Saving Club, which succumbed to concrete cancer in the 1970s, 
lives on in spirit as part of the just released Centenary Celebra-
tions logo of the surf club. 
This soaring structure was seen as an architectural marvel when 
the Premier of the day Frank Nicklin proudly opened Coolum 
Beach SLSC's second clubhouse in April 1962. 
The club with its lofty landmark was hailed as setting a “new 
trend in surf design” with Premier Nicklin described this key 
Coolum Beach facility as one of the most modern clubhouses on 
the Queensland Coast.  
Now the “shark tower” forms the ‘1’ in the ‘100’ design of the 
Centenary logo and will feature strongly as the club builds up to 
its start of celebrations in April next year. This has been added to 
the already impressive Coolum Beach SLSC logo with the curling 
breaker forming the C. The logo also incorporates other major 
heritage symbols with an iconic surf reel and the club’s red patrol 
cap. And to the club’s defining tagline “The heart of Coolum since 
1919 … your club for life” has been added under the 100 symbol 
… “a century of service”.  
 
This logo will feature heavily in the branding of the Centenary 
Celebrations to feature major social events involving the Coolum 
Beach community and the club’s many supporters. “ 
As one of the oldest clubs in Australia, 2019 is a great  
opportunity to not only celebrate the efforts of everyone who has 
made the club what it is today but to also look forward to the next 
100 years of keeping Coolum Beach safe,”  
Centenary Celebrations committee chair Kate Stockley said.  

A   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“I look forward to an amazing season as we celebrate our Cen-
tenary and encourage every member to be actively involved in the 
celebrations.” 
There will be the official launch over Easter 2019 to coincide with 
first lifesaving patrols at Coolum 100 years earlier, the Centenary 
Annual Dinner in May, a Centenary Gala Community Event to kick 
off the 2019 surf lifesaving season in September and the club’s 
biggest ever Back to Coolum Day members reunion in October 
2019. 
And no doubt there may be some spicy yarns about that old look-
out tower, for not only did it spot sharks and help save countless 
lives, but quite possibly new lives were conceived in there. 
In those days when women were strictly forbidden in the club-
house and most certainly the bunkhouse, the shark tower was the 
lifesavers’ version of lovers’ line, after dark of course. 
The club will also launch a range of Centenary merchandise to 
recognise the milestone including items on sale to the public and 
as a treat for the club’s growing band of surf sports competitors, a 
special “back to the future” competition strip for season 
2018/2019. 
Kate said this will take the club back to its original sky blue, red 
and white heritage colours of the club.   
Club officials are now going all out to contact as many past mem-
bers as possible to ensure as many eras of service to the commu-
nity are represented at the celebrations. 
  

Soaring symbol now history Split seconds that really counted 

Iconic tower is back for Centenary 
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Centenary Celebrations committee chair Kate Stockley said.  

A   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

“I look forward to an amazing season as we celebrate our Cen-
tenary and encourage every member to be actively involved in the 
celebrations.” 
There will be the official launch over Easter 2019 to coincide with 
first lifesaving patrols at Coolum 100 years earlier, the Centenary 
Annual Dinner in May, a Centenary Gala Community Event to kick 
off the 2019 surf lifesaving season in September and the club’s 
biggest ever Back to Coolum Day members reunion in October 
2019. 
And no doubt there may be some spicy yarns about that old look-
out tower, for not only did it spot sharks and help save countless 
lives, but quite possibly new lives were conceived in there. 
In those days when women were strictly forbidden in the club-
house and most certainly the bunkhouse, the shark tower was the 
lifesavers’ version of lovers’ line, after dark of course. 
The club will also launch a range of Centenary merchandise to 
recognise the milestone including items on sale to the public and 
as a treat for the club’s growing band of surf sports competitors, a 
special “back to the future” competition strip for season 
2018/2019. 
Kate said this will take the club back to its original sky blue, red 
and white heritage colours of the club.   
Club officials are now going all out to contact as many past mem-
bers as possible to ensure as many eras of service to the commu-
nity are represented at the celebrations. 
  

Soaring symbol now history Split seconds that really counted 

Iconic tower is back for Centenary 

Coolum Beach SLSC are proudly supported by our major sponsor

https://mailchi.mp/05bd312ce77f/peregian-partner-pass
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Coolum’s end of the 2017-18 lifesaving season came not with a 
whimper, but a flurry of frantic and inspiring activity. 
And despite the last patrol Labour Day Monday turning on some 
bucketing rain, club officials like surf sports officer Ernie Burrows 
are rubbing their hands with glee and saying bring on next 
season. Of course, while the supercharged Coolum IRB racing 
team is just getting started on its winter competition assault for 
its quest for gold medals at all levels, the club beach and surf 
gladiators are resting up after 
a huge season on the boards, 
with the tube, in the surf boats 
and scooting across the sand.  
Bad weather made staging the 
club championships a test of 
endurance in itself, but 
perseverance paid off. Of 
course, the highlight of the 
morning is always the 
bragging rights due to the 
winner of the Acer Cameron 
board riding showdown with 
the usual suspects like Fred 
Stokes, Jarrod Sweetman, 
Steve Stockley and Ian 
Norman battling it out to 
impress the judges Bruce 
Dunne and Gail King.  
In challenging swells, the final 
came down to a margin of only 
five points between fourth and 
first with Michael Sell finally 
taking out this highly coveted event. This event was immediately 
followed by the Kennedy Cup club swim which had been hotly 
contested all season. For a 50s something Ian Norman, there 
was barely time to catch his breath after battling out the final of 
the Acer Cameron. Ian and the rest of the field had to negotiate 
a solid swell and northerly sweep before lining up again the next 
week for the grand finale. Because of the rough conditions, the 
club championship round consisted of some left field events 
such as the Beach Tube Rescue, Beach Board Rescue, Tug of 
War and the Dash for Stash, plus the foot-powered Boat Rescue 
across the sand in mini replica surf boats. The winning team 
announced at awards night was Patrol 7. 

The club is riding a competitive high having taken out 4 gold, 1 
silver and 1 bronze at the Aussies in Perth for surfing. Bruce 
Dunne kept his amazing winning streak alive defending his 
national longboard title for the fourth year in succession.  
And surfing talent Finn Walsh beat some amazing grommet 
talent to blitz the 14 years shortboard title. Jodie Waring reigned 
supreme in the short and longboard events with Patty Lynch 
snaring silver in the masters longboard while Toby Andrews 
took bronze in the 14 years shortboard final.  
The lightning-fast master's beach relay team of Heidi Dunne, 
Emma Rahui Kate Tomba, and Jodie Waring clinched silver, 
while Kate came within a whisker for snatching the flags gold. 

Silver is still a dazzling colour 
to hang around her neck. 
Despite not coming home with 
medals despite some strong p-
performances, the surf boat 
crews are determined to ever 
to be back bigger and better at 
the Aussies next year at the 
Gold Coast. Surfboat sweep 
Patrick McGuire said the first 
timers have lapped up the big 
comp vibe of the Aussies and 
are good to go again. 
And just to round of the 
season, the weekend after the 
volunteers put down the flags 
for the season, some very 
keen Coolum Beach SLSC 
ocean swimmers led by swim 
coach and life member Brett 
Glister really put themselves 
outside their comfort zone. 
Brett and five other clubbies 

did the 11km Island Charity Swim from Mudjimba, around Old 
Woman Island and across to Mooloolaba. 
  Makes you exhausted just thinking about this major fundraiser 
for the Nambour and Currimundi Special Schools. Brett and Ian 
Norman did the entire swim solo, while Monique Hirsch, Louise 
Talman, Evie Nocher and Janina Cook did the teams event, and 
everyone loved the calmer sea after weeks to of lumpy swell. 
With next season taking in the surf club’s Centenary 
Celebrations, there will be plenty of willing competitors looking 
to somehow top all these fantastic efforts. 

P: 5446 1148  
F: 5471 6473 

M: 0412 589 752 (Business Hrs Only) 
E: lifesaving@coolumsurfclub.com.au 

W: www.coolumsurfclub.com.au   

PETER GARDINER 
By now the steam is rising off the gentle winter swells up 
Stumers Creek way as the sun slides out of the water behind the 
bobbing shark nets. Soon, whales pregnant with all sorts of 
possibilities will be free-wheeling their way up to the 
Whitsundays, grateful for some Coolum Beach R & R off Point 
Perry. They’ll give fin-slapping high fives to the dawn. 
Out in the break, Coolum Beach SLSC clubbies Paul and Jo 
Hampson are gliding their SUPs onto the glassy waves, relishing 
this winter downtime. In a while they’ll be relaxing up on the 
Esplanade, drinking in some Raw Energy java with Cath Duncan 
and others all relaxed and comfortable since the final flags down 
at the long Labour Day weekend in May. 
Another clubbie Paul Gallagher pumps his lycra-clad legs on his 
early morning ride headed for The Caf. The rubber duckie rev 
heads are ready to hit the water for their winter racing season of 
mad dashes and mock rescues, while Dan Rogers works out in 
the clubhouse gym ready for the next surf boat season. 
In the surf club carpark, the right honourable Poodles Kemp, 
Coolum Beach SLSC 
ambassador at large, has 
commandeered the entryway 
and is using his trusty “leaf 
blower”, which sounds like a 
747 warming up, to try and 
hold back the sands of time 
always creeping up on his 
precious parking bays. 
Welcome to the off-season, 
and with the annual awards 
night dinner just done and 
dusted at the Coolum State 
School hall, we trust the 2017-
18 season hangover is not 
biting too hard. 
Here’s your chance to rest up 
and restore your enthusiasm 
for arguably the biggest year in 
the club’s history since its 
foundation in 1919 — the 
Centenary and all its 
celebrations. 
Out on the clubhouse sun 
deck, club president Fred 
Stokes is … well, what else, but stoked at the season just 
successfully completed and excited by what lies ahead. 
Take it away Fred: “This past season has been a very 
successful one in many crucial respects. We have built in both 
the numbers of members and awards in our patrol teams.  
“Over the past season around 200 of our members have 
performed in excess of 11,445 volunteer patrol hours. I’m very 
proud that our club has again maintained the reputation of zero 
lives lost between the flags and commend our club captain  
Frank Liberato, patrol captains and patrolling members for their 
vigilance and service. 
“We have had some excellent Buhk-Wilks patrol inspection 
results which can only result from solid training through our chief 
training officer Gail King and her TAF team along with clear 

leadership from our management committee and section heads.  
“Behind the scenes, we have been working towards our 
Centenary Year of 2019 and beyond by focusing on some key 
areas. We are very close to achieving our goal of securing a 
second property for the surf club, which will help illeviate our 
major storage issues.  
“The admin office and gear shed spaces have been reviewed 
and improvements have been made with plans underway for the 
re-development of the lifesaving facilities downstairs.  
“Surf sports interest and participation have seen a marked 
increase this past season with our surf boat section bucking the 
trend by increasing in size and depth. 
Masters beach and surf have also seen growth with strong 
representation at branch, state and national level.  
“We are very proud to have both state and national champions 
crowned this past season and look forward to seeing even more 
participation next season from nippers through to masters in all 
aspects of surf sports.” 
Club captain Frank thanked “all you dedicated members 

that make this awesome club 
what it is. A friendly, joyful, 
giving group of people within 
the Coolum community”.  
“Always willing to go the extra 
mile if need be. Thanks 
everyone, from our up and 
coming future lifesavers 
(nippers), to our youth (cadets) 
already on the job earning their 
stripes, to all our active seniors 
and particularly our patrol 
captains that are the pillars of 
our patrol teams, our trainers 
and assessors, for the endless 
hours they put in, not to forget 
our coaches whose efforts give 
our member honed skills and 
confidence to face anything the 
ocean throws at them on patrol 
or in competition.” 
Frank thanked all the 
committees, from the lifesaving 
committee to the supporters 
committee, “right through to our 

awesome nippers and of course our admin team” “I would also 
like to thank the supporters club staff for their hard work that 
earns the funds that provide our vital quality rescue equipment. 
“Preventive action is what it’s all about, I’m sure you’d all agree. 
“Vigilance, quick action, cool heads and good communication 
within the patrol team and with the public in general.” 
This season all this resulted in just 15 rescues for the whole 
season—a remarkable statistic (and one that must be close to 
an all-time record) given the rough conditions. There were more 
than 11,400 patrol hours logged by 240 active patrol members 
and almost  almost 69,000 beach visitors to watch over. All up 
there were more than 9800 preventive actions. “Looking forward 
to seeing you all between the flags next season” in other 
words—job well done, plenty more  to do. 

The Heart of Coolum since 1919...Your Club For Life 

Mission accomplished for another busy season 

Champion efforts one and all 

Club captain Frank Liberato has praised the efforts of Patrol 11 led by 
veteran patrol captain Peter Hopley for their super April response to 
three beach emergencies on the one patrol. 
The first was a dislocated shoulder, the second helping medi-vac a 
man who had fallen off  a cliff at Third Bay and the third was confi-
dently retrieving a swimmer with a suspected spinal injury. 

https://www.millsmotorgroup.com.au/

